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COVID-19 5/17 Update  
  
Global 
Total cases – 4,695,231 
Total deaths – 314,215 
  
United States 
Total cases – 1,482,916 
Total deaths – 89,372 
Total # tests – 11,077,179 
  
Administration 

• President Trump will meet with members of the restaurant industry on Monday to 

discuss the impact of coronavirus at a roundtable meeting at the White House. 

o Attendees will include chefs and other restaurant executives, a source familiar 

with the meeting told CNN. 

o The meeting is expected to include representatives of the Independent 

Restaurant Coalition, a group organized during the pandemic to represent the 

interests of independent restaurants around the country. Its leadership includes 

Jose Andres, Sam Kass, Andrew Zimmern, and Tom Colicchio. 

o The group has expressed concerns about the Paycheck Protection Program and 

most recently has praised the House of Representatives for provisions in the 

newly-passed Heroes Act that include additional flexibilities for restaurants – 

something that is expected to come up at the Monday meeting, the source said. 

• Here's what else is going on in the White House this week: 

o Monday: Roundtable with restaurant executives and industry leaders, video 

teleconference with governors with the first lady. 

o Tuesday: Trump will speak about “farmers, ranchers and the food supply chain” 

and will hold a Cabinet meeting, the source said. 

o Wednesday: Host a meeting with Arkansas Republican Gov. Asa Hutchinson and 

Kansas Democratic Gov. Laura Kelly 

• Amid reports of growing tension between the White House and the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention, White House Trade Adviser Peter Navarro slammed the top 

healthy agency, saying “it let the country down” on testing. 

o “Early on in this crisis, the CDC, which really had the most trusted brand around 

the world in this space — really let the country down with the testing. Not only 
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did they keep the testing within the bureaucracy they had a bad test and that set 

us back,” Navarro said on NBC. 

• The Federal Reserve had $40.6 billion in U.S. Paycheck Protection Program loans on its 

balance sheet, according to a spreadsheet that showed more than 3,000 individual 

advances by regional Fed banks to U.S. lenders providing the aid to small businesses. 

o A state breakdown shows that as of May 6, the most recent date for which loan 

details were provided, lenders in Utah and California received the most money, 

about $2.96 billion each. New Jersey had $2.5 billion and Wisconsin $1.75 billion. 

New York, the nation’s fourth most populous state, got just $804 million 

• Vice President Mike Pence will meet Florida Governor Ron DeSantis in Orlando on 

Wednesday to discuss the state’s phased economic reopening, his office said Saturday. 

Pence will deliver personal protective equipment to a nursing home and join hospitality 

and tourism industry leaders to discuss their plans for reopening. 

• The U.S. Food and Drug Administration authorized Everlywell Inc.’s at-home nasal 

sample collection kit for use with specific laboratories for Covid-19 diagnostic testing. 

o Once patients self-swab, they ship the sample to a lab that is running an in-vitro 

diagnostic test, the agency said. The FDA said Everlywell’s emergency use 

authorization covers individuals at home who have been screened by an online 

questionnaire that’s been reviewed by a health-care provider. The FDA also 

authorized two Covid-19 diagnostic tests that are performed at specific labs. 

• President Donald Trump said U.S. payments to the World Health Organization that he 

froze last month may return at 10% of the existing level. Trump said the cut is one of 

numerous options he’s considering. A cut to 10% would match “much lower China 

payments,” Trump said in a tweet responding to broadcaster Lou Dobbs. “Have not 

made final decision. All funds are frozen,” Trump said. 

o The president instructed his administration in mid-April to temporarily halt WHO 

funding because the United Nations agency took China’s claims about the 

coronavirus “at face value” and failed to share information about the pandemic 

as it spread. The U.S. has contributed $893 million to the WHO’s operations 

during its current two-year funding cycle. 

• White House Press Secretary Kayleigh McEnany pushed back against reports that the 

administration threw out a pandemic response plan left by the Obama administration, 

saying the the Trump administration simply replaced it, during a press briefing Friday 

afternoon.  

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QAFTH0T0AFB5
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5248866
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB168315
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QAFLIRT1UM0W
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o "Some have erroneously suggested that the Trump administration threw out the 

pandemic response playbook left by the Obama-Biden administration," McEnany 

said, holding up a packet of papers. "What the critics failed to note, however, is 

that this thin packet of paper was replaced by two detailed, robust pandemic 

response reports commissioned by the Trump administration."  

o McEnany then held up two binders. It wasn't possible to compare the binders to 

the documents she held up previously, which were not in binders.  

• The Small Business Administration and the Treasury Department on Friday released a 

new application and step-by-step instructions for how to calculate the portion of 

Paycheck Protection Program loans that can be forgiven. 

o The 11-page document outlines what documentation is needed as well as what 

the agencies said are measures “to reduce compliance burdens and simplify the 

process.” 

o The instructions don’t change the requirement that at least 75% of proceeds 

must be spent on payroll within the eight weeks after the loan is received, even 

after small business groups lobbied to open up those restrictions. 

o The SBA and Treasury missed a deadline last month that was outlined in the 

legislation creating the program. Guidance and regulations for loan forgiveness 

was to be issued “not later than 30 days after the date of enactment of this act,” 

which would have been April 26. 

o Besides the application and instructions released Friday night, the SBA will also 

soon issue regulations and guidance to further help borrowers complete their 

applications for loan forgiveness and to provide lenders with guidance on their 

responsibilities, the agencies said in a release. 

• More than 4.4 million PPP loans worth more than $537 billion have been approved so 

far since the program began on April 3. 

o Restaurants and other small businesses have complained that a rule issued by 

the SBA and Treasury requiring 75% of the proceeds must be spent on payroll is 

unreasonable because they need more money for expenses -- and they don’t 

want to rehire workers only to lay them off. 

o A report issued May 8 by the SBA inspector general said that based on a review 

of data from the first round of PPP financing, “tens of thousands of borrowers” 

would not meet the 75% payroll cost threshold and would have to repay part of 

their loans. 

https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program-ppp
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/3245-0407-SBA-Form-3508-PPP-Forgiveness-Application.pdf
https://www.bgov.com/core/downloadable_assets/attachment/2552/1332579056?analytics%5Bsuid%5D=f4ke
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/PPP--IFRN%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.bgov.com/core/downloadable_assets/attachment/2552/1344416336?analytics%5Bsuid%5D=f4ke
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• Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin has said the rule reflects the intent of Congress to 

keep workers on payrolls. But he indicated on Monday he’d be open to “technical” 

revisions if both parties in Congress agree, especially for restaurants that are only now 

reopening. 

o Senator Marco Rubio, a Florida Republican and chairman of the Senate 

Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship and one of the program’s 

architects, said bipartisan legislation was needed. 

o The $3 trillion Democratic stimulus bill passed by the House on Friday night 

would make many of the sought-after PPP changes, but Republicans say it’s dead 

on arrival. 

• The U.S. Justice Department has issued grand jury subpoenas to large banks as part of a 

wider investigation into possible abuse of the small business emergency loan program, 

Reuters reported, citing two people familiar with the matter. 

o DOJ wants to scan banks’ records for possible wrongdoing by borrowers, a third 

person with direct knowledge of industry interactions with the agency said: 

Reuters 

• The U.S. Transportation Security Administration is close to starting a pilot program to 

check airline passengers for fever as a new layer of protection against the coronavirus. 

o TSA Administrator David Pekoske supports the idea and the agency is awaiting 

approval from the White House, one person familiar with the discussions said. 

The person asked not to be named in discussing sensitive matters. 

o Not only would checking for sick passengers provide a potential health benefit, 

but it comes as a dramatic drop in passenger traffic has lowered the workload 

for the nearly 50,000 TSA screeners and devastated the airline industry. 

o “At this time, no decision has been made regarding specific health screening 

measures at airports,” the TSA said in a statement. The agency has seen 564 of 

its employees test positive for Covid-19, including six who died, according to its 

website. 

o The agency is continuing to consult with the Health and Human Services 

Department and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, as well and 

airport and industry officials, the agency said. 

• Wall Street firms’ banking units can now benefit from a temporary move to lift leverage 

limits as other U.S. banking regulators join an earlier easing from the Federal Reserve. 

o The Office of the Comptroller of the Currency and Federal Deposit Insurance 

Corp. will join the Fed in relaxing the so-called leverage ratio to free up capital 

https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5247913
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QA8NTOT1UM0W
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-doj-banks/exclusive-u-s-justice-dept-subpoenas-wall-street-banks-for-small-business-loans-info-sources-idUSKBN22R3EZ?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=Social
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during the coronavirus crisis, the agencies said Friday. The temporary 

adjustment will allow banks to leave Treasuries and deposits out of the tally of 

assets they’re required to hold capital against. 

o The interim final rule will be open for public comment and is set to expire on 

March 31, 2021. 

• Small Business Administration says it has approved $194.8b in loans out of the $320b 

that Congress authorized in the second round of the Paycheck Protection Program. 

o SBA says on its website it has processed 2.75m applications from 5,479 lenders 

as of 5pm Eastern time 

o Total amount is about $1.1b higher than on Thursday 

o Average loan amount for second round is now $70,798 

o NOTE: Program’s initial round of $349b in funding ran out on April 16 after just 

13 days and 1.66m loan approvals; the second round launched April 27 

• Agriculture Sec. Sonny Perdue, Labor Sec. Gene Scalia and NIH Dir. Francis Collins are 

among five new members of the White House Coronavirus Task Force, Vice President 

Mike Pence’s office says in statement. 

o Peter Marks, FDA director of the Center for Biologics Evaluation and Research, 

and Thomas Engels, administrator of the Health Resources and Services Admin., 

also named to the panel 

o The task force is entering a new phase focused on “getting Americans back to 

work and allowing businesses to re-open,” statement says 

• The Federal Reserve issued a stark warning Friday that stock and other asset prices 

could suffer “significant declines” should the coronavirus pandemic deepen, with the 

commercial real estate market being among the hardest-hit industries. 

o The Fed made the assertion in its twice-yearly financial stability report, in which 

it flags risks to the U.S. banking system and broader economy. The document 

highlighted the central bank’s race to intervene in markets and temporarily dial 

back regulations on financial firms amid the Covid-19 crisis. 

• In an attempt to remedy some of the disruptions caused by the Covid-19 pandemic to 

the agricultural industry, the United States Department of Agriculture on Friday 

announced a new program to deliver billions of dollars of produce and other farm 

products to nonprofits and local food banks. 

o The “Farmers to Families Food Box” program will distribute $3 billion worth of 

agricultural goods to non-profit organizations across the country that might have 

gone to waste. 

https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5248866
https://www.federalreserve.gov/publications/files/financial-stability-report-20200515.pdf
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o “It was horrifying to hear about vegetables having to be plowed under because 

of no markets. Milk having to be dumped, animals potentially having to be 

euthanized because we had broken the supply chain,” Agriculture Secretary 

Sonny Perdue said on Friday at a ceremony marking the program’s launch. “This 

is a simple program that will help to feed people in need.” 

o More than 200 companies nationwide were awarded contracts by the USDA to 

provide boxes of fresh produce, meat and dairy products.   

• SBA and Treasury release Paycheck Protection Program Loan Forgiveness Application 

(HERE) 

o The form and instructions inform borrowers how to apply for forgiveness of their 

PPP loans, consistent with the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act 

(CARES Act).  SBA will also soon issue regulations and guidance to further assist 

borrowers as they complete their applications, and to provide lenders with 

guidance on their responsibilities.  

o Click here to view the application and instructions. 

• The U.S. Department of the Treasury today released Treasury International Capital (TIC) 

data for March 2020.  The next release, which will report on data for April 2020, is 

scheduled for June 15, 2020. (HERE) 

• The federal bank regulatory agencies today announced temporary changes to their 

supplementary leverage ratio rule. The temporary modifications will provide flexibility 

to certain depository institutions to expand their balance sheets in order to provide 

credit to households and businesses in light of the challenges arising from the 

coronavirus response. (HERE) 

• The Internal Revenue Service announced today the availability of additional material for 

partner groups sharing information related to Economic Impact Payments, including a 

new toolkit in Spanish and a variety of other print and visual items available. (HERE) 

• On Friday, the Trump Administration announced the appointment of Moncef Slaoui as 

chief advisor and General Gustave F. Perna as chief operating officer of Operation Warp 

Speed (OWS), the administration's national program to accelerate the development, 

manufacturing, and distribution of COVID-19 vaccines, therapeutics, and diagnostics 

(medical countermeasures). (HERE) 

• Today, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration approved Qinlock (ripretinib) tablets as 

the first new drug specifically approved as a fourth-line treatment for advanced 

gastrointestinal stromal tumor (GIST), a type of tumor that originates in the 

https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm1010
https://content.sba.gov/sites/default/files/2020-05/3245-0407%20SBA%20Form%203508%20PPP%20Forgiveness%20Application.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm1009
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/bcreg20200515a.htm
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-expands-partner-materials-for-economic-impact-payments-continues-sweeping-effort-to-share-details-in-multiple-languages
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/05/15/trump-administration-announces-framework-and-leadership-for-operation-warp-speed.html
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gastrointestinal tract. Qinlock is indicated for adult patients who have received prior 

treatment with three or more kinase inhibitor therapies, including imatinib. (HERE) 

o FDA Daily Roundup – May 14, 2020 (HERE) 

• As a part of President Trump’s plan to Open Up America Again, the Centers for 

Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) is announcing a call for nominations for the new 

contractor-led Coronavirus Commission on Safety and Quality in Nursing Homes to help 

inform immediate and future responses to the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) 

within these facilities. (HERE) 

o CMS News Alert - May 15, 2020 (HERE) 

• CDC is allowing crew members to disembark from cruise ships in U.S. waters and return 

home if cruise lines submit a signed attestation stating that they have complied with 

requirements to safely disembark their crew members. (HERE) 

• U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue today announced Louisiana and Indiana 

have been approved to operate Pandemic Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT), a new 

program authorized by the Families First Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA), signed by 

President Trump, which provides assistance to families of children eligible for free or 

reduced-price meals dealing with school closures. (HERE) 

• U.S. Deputy Secretary of Agriculture Stephen Censky today announced that the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture launched an online portal to begin accepting applications 

for Higher Blends Infrastructure Incentive Program (HBIIP) grants. USDA plans to make 

available up to $100 million in competitive grants for activities designed to expand the 

sale and availability of ethanol and biodiesel fuels. (HERE) 

• U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue today announced the extension of three 

nationwide waivers, giving child nutrition program operators the flexibility they need to 

continue to feed children while promoting social distancing and keeping families safe 

during the COVID-19 pandemic. (HERE) 

• Wyoming’s SNAP participation is more than 24,309 individuals, more than 10,912 

households, and totals $36 million annually in federal benefits. This announcement 

further demonstrates President Trump’s whole of America approach to fighting the 

coronavirus pandemic by ensuring those affected are fed. (HERE) 

• U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue today announced a final rule updating and 

modernizing the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) biotechnology regulations 

under the Plant Protection Act. (HERE) 

• The Department of Justice (Department) issued a letter to today to the National Pork 

Producers Council, the nation’s leading association of hog farmers, to address its 

https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-approves-first-drug-fourth-line-treatment-advanced-gastrointestinal-stromal-tumors
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-daily-roundup-may-14-2020
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/trump-administration-announces-call-nominations-nursing-home-commission
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-news-alert-may-15-2020
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/cruise-ship/cruise-ship-member-disembarkations.html
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/15/usda-approves-program-feed-kids-louisiana-and-indiana
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/higher-blends-infrastructure-incentive-program
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/15/usda-begins-accepting-applications-higher-blends-infrastructure
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/15/usda-extends-flexibilities-paves-way-meals-kids-continue-through
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/14/usda-approves-wyoming-accept-snap-benefits-online
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/14/usda-secure-rule-paves-way-agricultural-innovation
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proposed responses to challenges posed by COVID-19.  The department will not 

challenge the proposed collaborative efforts of the National Pork Producers Council 

(NPPC) to work with the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) to address certain 

hardships facing hog farmers as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. (HERE) 

• To ensure homeowners and renters have current and accurate housing assistance 

information during the COVID-19 pandemic, the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 

(VA) today, along with several other agencies, launched a new unified mortgage and 

housing assistance website. (HERE) 

Capitol Hill 

• House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer says no votes are expected in the chamber next 

week as he wants to give aides time to determine how new remote rules will work.  

o There will be pro forma sessions next week, with two new members sworn in on 

Tuesday: Hoyer 

o The chamber will be in session May 27-28: Hoyer 

o The House will take up the FISA bill recently amended by the Senate on May 27; 

other Covid-19 related bills, if ready, would be considered on May 27-28, Hoyer 

says  

o Hoyer notes that the chamber is behind schedule and he wants the National 

Defense Authorization bill marked up and advanced  

o Also mentions need to work on a surface transportation bill and water legislation 

(WRDA) 

o Says beyond May 28, lawmakers will get 72 hours notice on when they are 

needed to return to Washington for additional votes  

• The House passed a $3 trillion Democratic economic stimulus bill Friday that 

Republicans and President Donald Trump have already rejected and isn’t likely to trigger 

bipartisan negotiations any time soon. 

o The measure, passed 208-199, would give cash-strapped states and local 

governments more than $1 trillion while providing most Americans with a new 

round of $1,200 checks. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said it should be the basis 

of talks with the GOP-controlled Senate and White House, which have called for 

a “pause” to allow earlier coronavirus recovery spending to work. 

• The House also voted to let its members serve as proxies in Washington for colleagues 

who are in quarantine or otherwise homebound during the coronavirus pandemic, 

setting aside two centuries of precedent. 

https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/department-justice-supports-national-pork-producers-council-s-ability-combat-meat-shortage
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/www.consumerfinance.gov/coronavirus/mortgage-and-housing-assistance/
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5451
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB327
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o The change is a low-tech answer by Speaker Nancy Pelosi and her lieutenants to 

calls by some lawmakers for remote voting, and is intended to be temporary. 

The change passed 217-189. 

  
State/Local 

• New Jersey will resume fishing charters and other watercraft rentals on Sunday but 

require specific, strict social distances measures and maintenance of passenger logs for 

potential contact tracing, Governor Phil Murphy said. 

o Loosening rules on fishing and rentals is part of Murphy’s “deliberate 

incremental steps” to bring the state’s economy back from a shelter-in-place 

order. A patch work of activities are now permitted in the Garden State: golf, for 

example, but not tennis 

• New York Governor Andrew Cuomo said state-run horse tracks and the Watkins Glen 

International track will reopen on June 1, but without people watching from the stands. 

o Nascar stages a competition at Watkins Glen in the Finger Lakes region in mid-

August and state officials said races can be run as long as the staff follow safety 

guidelines. 

• The website for Arkansas' Pandemic Unemployment Assistance Program has been shut 

down after a data breach, Gov. Asa Hutchinson said.  

o Hutchinson said at a news conference this afternoon that an applicant “seems to 

have illegally accessed the system.” 

o When it was discovered, it was necessary to shut the system down and contact 

authorities, he said.  

• Mayor Bill de Blasio said New York City is partnering with 123 CityMd urgent care 

centers across the five boroughs to increase Covid-19 testing across the city, 

o De Blasio also announced that daily citywide testing capacity has reached 20,000 

ahead of scheduled. 

o “We predict to begin 6,000 testings per day,” de Blasio said Sunday. 

o If an individual has insurance, they will use it, if they do not, CityMd will cover it, 

the mayor said, adding that testing will take place seven days a week. 

o The first class of 500 contact tracers have completed their Johns Hopkins training 

and there are 1,000 more in progress, the mayor said. 

o Field training will take place the week of May 24. This includes learning about 

more than 100 potential case types. 
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o The mayor expects to have an additional 1,000 tracers ready to go by the end of 

May, he said. 

o The test and trace corps are deploying Resource Navigators in every community 

by June 1. De Blasio said 200 to 300 people will be hired as Resource Navigators 

by June 1 and will be overseen by local organizations in each borough. 

• The gates of Graceland will reopen May 21 with a more private and social distanced 

tour experience, according to the Memphis mansion’s website.  

o “We are so excited to welcome you back to Elvis Presley’s Graceland, 100+ acres 

dedicated to the King of Rock ‘n’ Roll,” the website said. “You will have the 

unique opportunity to walk in Elvis’ footsteps like never before, in your own 

personal tour space spread out from other touring guests." 

o The estate will reduce mansion tour capacity to 25%, the website added. 

• Texas saw its highest single day increase in positive coronavirus cases since the 

beginning of the pandemic. The state reported an increase of at least 1,801 positive 

coronavirus cases yesterday –– 734 of those originated from employees of meat plants. 

• California Gov. Gavin Newsom said his state faces a $54.3 billion budget deficit that is 

"directly Covid-induced" and that the federal government has an ethical and moral 

obligation to help states and county governments. 

• Beaches in New York City will not be open for swimming on Memorial Day, Mayor Bill 

de Blasio said, saying "it was not safe." De Blasio said people could walk on the beaches, 

however. 

• North Dakota officials released guidelines for large gatherings and mass gathering 

events, such as banquets, ballrooms and event venues, Gov. Doug Burgum announced 

at a news conference Friday. 

o The governor amended an executive order to “strongly encourage the adoption 

of the large gathering protocols by recreational and sports arenas and music and 

entertainment venues,” which had previously been closed under the order, 

effective immediately. 

o The state is now using a five-level risk model to determine what businesses and 

places can reopen and how they can operate, the governor said. 

o The levels are red/critical risk, orange/high risk, yellow/moderate risk, green/low 

risk and blue/new normal, Burgum said. 

• Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis issued an executive order Friday allowing counties to enter 

into the state’s full phase one reopening plan. 
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o The order gives amusement parks in Florida, like Walt Disney World Resort, the 

green light to submit their plans to reopen, according to the executive order.  

o The plan must include a proposed reopening date, guidelines that ensure guest 

and staff safety and a letter from the local mayor confirming approval of the 

effort.  

• Tennessee Gov. Bill Lee will lift capacity restrictions for restaurants and retail stores in 

most of the state starting next week, according to a statement from the governor's 

office. 

o The new guidance applies to large attractions, such as racetracks, waterparks, 

amusement parks, theaters and auditoriums. Those facilities can reopen on May 

22. 

• Poll workers will be wearing masks at polling centers throughout New Mexico in June 

and voters who arrive at centers without masks will be provided one and asked to wear 

it, New Mexico Secretary of State Maggie Toulouse Oliver said Friday. 

o Voters are encouraged to cast their votes either by mail or ballot drop off, Oliver 

said. 

• State parks in Kentucky will be allowed to reopen on June 1, Gov. Andy Beshear said. 

o The reopening includes lodging, cabins and golfing, he said. 

o The plan excludes state parks that have been designated to help provide 

temporary housing for some Covid-19 patients. 

• Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer said today that sports are not over, but watching the 

games on television may last a while.  

o "I think we are going to be a new normal for quite a while," the governor said. 

"People can watch the games on television, not in person. That may have to be 

how we operate for a while." 

o Whitmer also stressed the "need a vaccine." 

• All retailers in New Mexico — with the exception of those in three counties — can 

operate at 25% of their fire code capacity starting Saturday, Gov. Michelle Lujan 

Grisham said Friday. 

o Cibola, McKinley and San Juan counties are not included in the new guidance 

because case counts are still too high in that region, Lujan Grisham said. 

o Retailers are considered any business that sells good directly to the consumer. 

Entertainment venues, such as movie theaters, concert halls and amusement 

parks, are not considered retail businesses, Lujan Grisham said. 
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• Mississippi is implementing a two-week plan to test all nursing home residents and staff 

for Covid-19, Gov. Tate Reeves announced in a news conference. 

o Reeves said that over the past two weeks, most deaths in the state have 

occurred with patients from nursing home facilities. 

• New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu announced today $595 million in additional relief 

fund distributions towards care facilities, non-profits, small businesses, childcare, 

frontline workers and higher education. 

o The state is doubling the amount allocated to health care organizations by 

increasing the Emergency Fund by $50 million, bringing the total to $100 million. 

• Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer announced today that her administration is creating 

a new council to start planning what the path to reopening schools in the state will look 

like. 

o “Today, I’m announcing a process for how we can begin planning for when and 

how students and staff can be safely returning back to school buildings in the 

fall,” Whitmer said. 

• Delaware Gov. John Carney has released the state's economic reopening guidance for 

phase one, which is targeted to begin on June 1.  

o This comes a day after Carney announced that beaches and community pools 

will reopen to residents on May 22 at 5 p.m. as part of a rolling reopening plan.  

o The out-of-state quarantine and ban on short term rentals remains in effect. 

o Carney said in a news conference on Friday the state is focused on making 

accommodations to protect public health while responding to the imperative of 

a strong and working economy. 

• Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis announced his "full phase one" begins Monday and it 

includes increasing restaurant capacity to 50% and reopening gyms. 

o Restaurants were initially operating with outdoor seating 6 feet apart and indoor 

seating at 25% capacity. 

o Gyms will be allowed to reopen Monday as well. DeSantis stressed social 

distancing when working out. 

• The New Jersey Department of Human Services has been awarded more than $2.8 

million in federal funding for mental health services, Gov. Phil Murphy said. 

o Not only has the past two months been "a challenging time for all of us in 

protecting our physical health," it has also been hard "on the mental health of 

many residents as well," Murphy said. 
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o This funding will help expand access to counseling and other mental health 

services, he added. 

  
International 

• Egypt will impose stricter measures during the Eid Al-Fitr religious holiday including 

extending its curfew hours to curb the spread of the coronavirus, Prime Minister 

Mostafa Madbouly announced on Sunday according to state news Ahram Online. 

• The Spanish government will re-open some airports on several islands and in the 

southern part of the country to international travel, the country’s Transport Minister 

Jose Luis Abalos, announced on Saturday 

o More details are expected Sunday, Abalos said. 

o "Tomorrow [Sunday] I will sign a resolution so the airports of Tenerife Sur, 

Alicante-Elche, Sevilla, Menorca and Ibiza to also become designated points of 

entry, capable of handling international public health emergencies," Abalos 

tweeted. “Little by little, other centers will be opened.”  

• Schools in the UK could open as early as next month. Only those in kindergarten, grade 

one and grade six will return but only with smaller class sizes, officials say. The approach 

is based on "the very best scientific advice" and would only go forward if coronavirus 

cases continue to decrease. 

• Brazil Vice President Hamilton Mourao and his wife are in self isolation after a civil 

servant he was in contact with tested positive for the coronavirus, his press office said in 

a note. Mourao and his wife have been tested and are awaiting results, which are 

expected on Monday, according to the note. 

o The civil servant who tested positive was in close proximity to the vice president 

on March 13 

• Travelers seeking respite on Thailand's beaches will have to wait as the country has 

announced an extension to its ban on international flights. 

• South Korean schools will begin opening Wednesday, May 20, for students in third year 

through high school, South Korea’s Vice Education Minister said during a briefing on 

Sunday. 

• The UK government is close to reaching its target of recruiting 18,000 contact tracers to 

help health authorities understand who may have been exposed to Covid-19 patients, 

Cabinet minister Michel Gove said Sunday. 

• Portugal plans to reopen beaches popular with tourists on June 6 as the government 

eases confinement measures and adopts new rules to keep 1.5 meters (5 feet) between 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QAE3VTDWLU6I
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people, Prime Minister Antonio Costa said at a Lisbon news conference. Signs will show 

the crowd size at any beach, and some may close if too many people congregate. 

Tourism, including on Portugal’s Atlantic coast, accounts for about 15% of the economy 

and 9% of employment 

• Spain put about 70% of the nation’s population into the second phase of a four-step 

reopening process, Health Minister Salvador Illa said. Madrid and Barcelona, the 

nation’s two biggest cities, will remain in the restrictive first phase, he said. Certain rules 

also are being eased, such as allowing shops to operate without the need for 

appointments, but Illa said limits will remain on the number of employees per client. 

• The World Health Organization is pushing a proposal that aims to ensure broad access 

to treatments and vaccines while offering an appropriate reward to creators. Drug 

companies would voluntarily donate Covid-related intellectual property to a global pool, 

according to the plan offered by Costa Rica. Countries would be free to decide how to 

mete out the rights. 

o Countries would retain the right to allow low-cost generics of patented 

medicines. WHO Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus is urging 

countries and companies to support the proposal, which will be discussed 

Monday and Tuesday. 

• Singapore will allow more construction laborers to return to work as the city-state looks 

to restart an economy that has been largely shut because of the coronavirus pandemic. 

The country will gradually add about 5% of the construction workforce, or about 20,000 

workers, from June 2, on top of an existing 5% currently working on critical 

infrastructure projects. 

o An outbreak among low-wage migrant workers staying in cramped dormitories 

has led Singapore to record one of the largest virus tallies in Asia. Of the nearly 

27,000 total confirmed cases, about 90% are infections among workers in 

dormitories. Officials said this week that infection rates among this group are 

“stabilizing” and some 20,000 foreign workers will be ready for discharge from 

care facilities by the end of May. 

• Hotels and some public spaces in Spain will be allowed to reopen by Monday, the 

Spanish government said. 

o Saturday’s government communiqué spelled out the how provinces, cities and 

autonomous regions are allowed to reopen business according to a classification 

system of "phases" outlined by the Health Ministry which is leading and guiding 

other government agencies in this transition period. 
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• Italy’s worst-hit coronavirus hotspot, Lombardy, will begin the process of reopening 

shops, restaurants and hair salons on Monday, the region’s governor said Friday. 

o According to government data, the northern Italian region has so far recorded 

the highest number of coronavirus cases across the country. At least 34,242 

active cases were reported Friday. 

o The announcement comes after a meeting between Italian Prime Minister 

Giuseppe Conte, Minister of Regional Affairs Francesco Boccia and Italy’s 

regional governors, in which the politicians agreed to allow local authorities to 

ease national confinement measures. 

• Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte said Italy is taking an unavoidable “calculated risk” as it 

prepares to further ease a two-month lockdown on Monday by opening businesses and 

granting citizens more freedom. 

o Conte forged an agreement with regional governors to pave the way for relaxing 

rules that have crippled the euro area’s third-biggest economy. “We are taking a 

calculated risk, aware that the contagion curve could rise again,” Conte told 

reporters at his Rome residence 

o Businesses including shops, bars, restaurants and barbers can open on a regional 

basis, and Italians will be able to move within their own region from Monday. 

Italy will unlock its borders and allow citizens to move across the country starting 

June 3. 

• Russia expects airline flights to fall 50-75% this year and rail cargo volumes to drop by 

11% as a result of the pandemic, Interfax newswire reported citing country’s transport 

minister Yevgeny Ditrikh. Russia has the second-most infections after the U.S. at 

272,043. 

• Australians suffering financial difficulties caused by the coronavirus pandemic were 

granted six-month deferrals on repayments covering A$153.5 billion ($98.4 billion) of 

mortgages. 

o A total of 429,000 home loans are covered by such assistance, the Australian 

Banking Association said. In all, 703,000 borrowers have been granted deferrals, 

covering A$211 billion of loans 

• The Spanish government will ask the country’s parliament for a month-long extension to 

the state of emergency in the country, Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez announced on 

Saturday. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QAFVAET0AFB5
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QAEB72DWX2PV


 
 
 

COVID-19 5/17 UPDATE 
 

• Italy's government has approved a decree that will lift travel restrictions to and from the 

country from June 3, a major step as the country moves to ease its coronavirus 

lockdown measures and open its economy. 

o The decree, published Saturday, gradually eases all restrictions on people’s 

movements that have been in place since March 9. 

o Travel bans within the country will be lifted from June 3 and people will be 

allowed to move from one region to another. 

• Shopping malls, restaurants, parks, museums libraries and learning centers will be 

allowed to reopen in Thailand from Sunday, authorities have announced. 

o Bars will be free to serve takeaway alcoholic drinks, while gyms will be allowed 

to partially reopen areas for free weight training and yoga. 

o The country-wide curfew imposed during the pandemic will be reduced by one 

hour. People will now be barred from being outside from 11 p.m. until 4 a.m. 

• The Canadian government will continue paying up to 75% of employee wages until the 

end of August for some businesses, acknowledging the possibility of mounting 

bankruptcies as reopening in the country proceeds slowly. 

  
Other 

• Ford Motor Co. secured contracts with health systems for rapid testing of hourly and 

salaried employees with suspected Covid-19 symptoms in southeast Michigan and the 

metropolitan areas of Louisville, Kentucky; Kansas City and Chicago. Ford said it plans to 

expand testing to additional locations. 

• The 145th Preakness Stakes has been rescheduled for October 3 at the Pimlico in 

Baltimore, Maryland. The race, part of horse racing's Triple Crown, was postponed 

because of the coronavirus pandemic. 

o “We all wish we could have been together today to celebrate the Preakness but 

we stayed home and stayed safe and now we can look forward to Preakness 145 

on October 3rd,” said Belinda Stronach, the chairwoman and president of the 

Stronach Group, which owns the Pimlico. 

• Three Disney owned business will reopen on May 27, one week after Disney already 

announced that third-party operators can reopen at Disney Springs in Lake Buena Vista, 

Florida.  

o Beginning with the initial reopenings on May 20, Disney has now updated its 

guest policy to include temperature screenings and face coverings upon arrival 

to Disney Springs. 
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o All guests age 3 and older will be required to wear appropriate face coverings on 

the property. In addition, they will also institute temperature screenings, and 

any guests showing a temperature of 100.4 degrees or higher will not be 

admitted, nor will their party. 

• the United Food and Commercial Workers International Union is "extremely 

disappointed by Kroger's decision to end Hero Pay," the union's president Marc Perrone 

said in a statement. 

o Kroger announced Friday that the company would end Hero Pay for employees 

and provide a one-time bonus to its workers. 

o The Hero Pay program, which saw an increase of $2 per hour starting March 31, 

is set to end Sunday. 

• NFL commissioner Roger Goodell outlined in a memo certain requirements teams must 

follow to reopen their facilities next week. 

o Here are the guidelines they must follow: 

o Teams may have no more than 50% of staff in the facility, not to exceed 75 

people. This is a total for all team locations. 

o No members of the coaching staff may return to the facility. Teams may 

otherwise decide which employees may return to the facility, which may include 

members of the personnel, football operations or football administration staff, 

equipment staff, medical staff, and nutritionists. If the strength and conditioning 

coach is currently participating in player rehabilitation, he may continue that 

work in the facility. Otherwise, the strength and conditioning coach may not 

return until the rest of the coaching staff is allowed to return.  

• Travelers who refuse to wear a mask will not be allowed to travel by train on Amtrak or 

by bus on Greyhound. 

o Representatives from Amtrak and Greyhound Bus told CNN on Friday that 

passengers will be denied boarding if they are not wearing a face covering.   

o Greyhound says it has given drivers prepackaged face masks to give to riders 

who do not already have a mask, but those who refuse to wear one “will be 

denied boarding if they do not wear a face covering.” 

o Amtrak is requiring that all customers on trains and inside stations wear masks. 


